Electrical and Gas appliances Regulatory Regime changes.
Important changes are being implemented for both electrical and gas appliances sold within New Zealand as a result of amendments to the Electricity and the Gas Safety Regulations.

While the two new regimes (Electricity and Gas) have a similar but not identical, 2 year phase in period designed to allow existing stock (and stock on order) to be sold under the old rules
, it is important to ensure that new stock, and orders, comply with the new Regulations.
The new regimes also contain the capacity to issue “instant fines”
 and have increased penalties for prosecutions, so it is increasingly important to remain complaint.
Electrical appliances:

The new electrical regime, which began on April 1, retains the previous three level risk based compliance regime for electrical appliances but alters the regime in two important aspects:

· Compliance with Standards becomes more mandatory through a change in the performance based model used
 accompanied by the listing of the recognised Standards in Regulations including many international (IEC) Standards.
· For medium risk items (the old SDoC items) a test report is now required to be available to support the Declaration documentation. This test report is not required to be from an accredited test lab
 and there is some flexibility for the actual Standards used.
 The declaration must also be available to a consumer or purchaser.
The declared article system remains essentially the same under the new regime for the High Risk Items. The lists of products covered by the declared article regime (now High Risk Declared Articles) and the Medium Risk Declared Articles (old SDoC) are the same as applied previously, and existing DoC’s and Approvals also remain valid. The product lists are on our website.

The listing of recognised Standards in the Regulations provides good guidance when specifying NZ’s requirements to manufacturers. The use of International Standards also provides a wider choice of acceptable testing facilities.

The Regulations place the same obligations on all suppliers in the supply chain for products to be approved or covered by an SDoC.
A possible business practice could be for retailers to insist that their commercial relationships with their suppliers embrace a provision that Supplier Declarations be made available on request to substantiate that those suppliers are providing retailers with safe products and complaint products.

Gas appliances:
The new Gas ‘appliance’ regime, which begins on 4th May, has a two year transition to a third party certification system for all appliances that use Gas. During the transition either the old or new (Certification) systems must be used.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Until 4 May 2012, products may be sold under a transitional provision
 that allows the old regime’s system to be used. After this date however, these products will no longer be saleable.

The new Gas appliance certification regime provides three alternative compliance paths recognising; European or Australian certification systems provided a gas suitable for NZ
 is included in the certification, or as a third alternative, certification to NZS 5262. Products not certified will not be acceptable for sale or installation NZ in after 4 May 2012. 
All appliances are also required to be marked with a ‘dataplate’ listing relevant safety criteria.

All appliances will also be required to be covered by a Supplier Declaration made by the manufacturer or importer. The Requirement for this declaration to be registered on the Gas appliance website will remain as a requirement.
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In addition, certified products will be required to be labelled with a gas safety compliance label. This label, which is also being introduced in Australia, becomes mandatory for all appliances after 4 May 2012.
For specialised appliances, and those supplied in small quantities (<11), there is an alternative ‘endorsement’ Regime.
 This system operates through an “approved practitioner” appointed by the Ministry.
The Regulations also contain a provision for selected (specified) fittings to be subject to the certification regime and a provision to establish a Declared Article system similar to the Electricity Regulations “High Risk” regime. At this time no products have been made subject to these provisions.
While the primary obligations for certification and declarations are placed on the Importers or Manufacturers, obligations are also placed on on-sellers (“Other suppliers”)
 to verify that products that they sell are listed on the website. Likewise installers are required to check for the label or website listing. Both these obligations apply irrespective of the compliance path being used during the transitional period.
Further Information:
For more information on the Regulations, including links to download free copies of the Regulations go to www.energysafety.govt.nz. Choose the 2010 selection on the homepage.
The Regulations require all Gazettes notices issued under the Regulations to be placed on the Ministry’s website.
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� The Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 and The Gas (Safety and Measurement) Regulations 2010


� The Gas regime allows further products to be introduced to market under the old regime but sets a hard cut-off in May 2012 for all products.


� The infringement offences will not be issued on the spot by auditors but from an Energy Safety office.


� The Regime changes from mandating fundamental safety and listing recognised Standards to a regime where compliance with Standards is mandatory and a Standard for fundamental safety assessment is listed as an alternative.


� A fully accredited test report remains as the recognised Bona fide means of demonstrating compliance


� The test report must be produced within 10 Days.


� The Energy safety website is being expanded to have a separate section for the new regime alongside the information for the previous Regulations.


� See Regulations 95 and 96 of the Gas (Safety and measurement) Regulations.


� Controlled via the Wobbe index - See Regulation 55 of the Gas (Safety and measurement) Regulations.


� See Regulation 71 of the Gas (Safety and measurement) Regulations.


� See Regulation 57 of the Gas (Safety and measurement) Regulations.


� See Regulation 70 of the Gas (Safety and measurement) Regulations.
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