NZRA POLITICAL ISSUES – Summary as at 30 August 2010
	Trade Issues

	Temporary Safeguards Authority
	Select Committee Report still to be considered by Parliament.
	BH

	Counterfeit Goods
	Select Committee Report still to be considered by Parliament. BH has written to Minister seeking early consideration on the issue in 2010
	BH

	De Minimis Value
	Despite NZRA being opposed, GST rise has unfortunately been reflected in de minimis which will increase from $50 to $60 on 1 October 2010.  Ongoing consultation with Minister of Customs, and officials in regards to retaining the de minimis at as low a level as possible in the future.  
	JA/LE

	Customs (Copyright & Trademarked goods)
	NZRA arranging to lodge copyright and trademark brand protection for Retailers in NZ.  Summary paper for members prepared (with Customs for checking).  Once complete, we will notify members (via TheNotes).
	BH/LE

	Environmental Issues

	Packaging
	PCNZ product stewardship plan – benchmarking brought into by corporate members of the Accord. Annual meeting of the Packaging Council will be held in August.
	BH

	Product Stewardship (Waste management) (White ware, TV’s & Computers)/Lighting/Batteries
	Government decisions on list of priority products still awaited.  Government preference is indicated to be along the lines of voluntary codes.
	BH

	Water Efficiency Standards
	Successful integration of industry concerns into final regulations.  Communication roll out is now underway, NZRA assisting with dissemination.
	BH

	RMA Reforms
	NZRA needs to consider retail implications on expected second RMA Bill.
	LE

	Food Issues

	Food Safety
	Government’s Food Bill has been forwarded to Committee and submissions are now open.  Draft of submission prepared and supermarkets and FGC comment sought.
	BH

	Imported Foods
	Industry continuing to work with NZFSA on implementation of imported foods strategy.
	BH


	Country of Origin
	A retailers code for COOL for Whole/Fresh Foods is currently being worked on with MCA and industry.  NZRA participating in process.
	BH/LE

	Front of Pack Labelling
	No further activity to report at this time.
	BH

	Industrial Issues

	Shop Trading Hours
	NZRA wrote to Minister suggesting Easter Sunday trading issue be considered as a Government initiative rather than as a private Members issue. NZRA however still needs to meet with Todd McLay MP to determine his position re another private members Bill.  NZRA members have also lobbied Minister directly on this issue.  Jacqui Dean has Private Members’ Bill for Waitaki.  We will support seeing this through to Select Committee to again commence debate.
	LE

	Immigration
	NZRA looking at alternative avenues that may allow specialised staff to be hired by the industry.  Latest Long Term and Immediate Skill Shortages Lists amendments will be released 8 Sept.  Preliminary notice indicates no changes impacting the retail sector.  

The accredited employers scheme needs to be highlighted to members. 
	LE

	Review of the Holidays Act 2003 and Employment Relations Issues in general
	Government’s Employment Package has seen 2 bills drafted – Employment Relations Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2010 has gone through to select committee, and submissions close 13 September.  The Holidays Amendment Bill 2010 was interrupted through speeches, but is expected to go through to select committee next week, with a similarly tight submission deadline.
	KO/RH/LE

	SMEs in Malls (Unconscionable conduct)
	Trevor Mallard seeking to introduce a Private Members bill to limit the powers that can be exercised by large organisations over small organisations. Mall owners and SME tenants. Not yet introduced.
	

	Consumer Issues

	Financial Advisers Act
	NZRA successful in having Retail staff exempt from the FA Act, however we still need to gain clarification of whether retailers are still implicated under the Financial Service Providers Act, requiring them to be registered, and members of a dispute resolution scheme.
	LE

	Anti-money Laundering Bill
	Position of jewellers to be considered in late 2010. However NZRA has made views known to MOJ officials on proposed COP affecting retailers who offer HP or Store cards. Ongoing dialogue with MOJ.
	BH

	Water Safety
	BH attended meeting with MCA and WSC and major chainstores in Auckland 9/3/2010 with view to developing a Code of Practice tto encourage safer use of water toys
	BH

	Extended Warranties
	Jackie Blue’s Private Members Bill pulled from the Ballot covering Extended Warranties – requirements ror disclosure of information – and internet auction sales.  Both of these matters are covered within the Consumer Law Review and Minister of Consumer Affairs has negotiated with the member to have issues held while the review is taking place. Given change in Minister we need to check where this is at.
	

	Consumer Law Review
	Submission in response to MCA Review paper filed and NZRA appeared to make oral submissions in August.  Extensive review of consumer law, essentially providing a wash up of some laws into two key pieces of overarching legislation – Fair Trading Act, and Consumer Guarantees Act.
	LE/JA/BH/RH/KO

	Local Government Issues

	Liaison with Wellington City Council 
	NZRA filed submission on Sunday parking proposal and appeared before Strategy and Policy Committee.  
	BH

	Local Government (Auckland) Bill
	Nothing further at this stage.  NZRA continue to lobby through the Local Government Forum on these matters, and where appropriate, individual Association submissions are also made.
	LE

	Other Issues

	GST/Taxation changes
	NZRA presented submissions to Minister of Finance and Revenue re effects on retail of increase in GST. Continue to voice retail concerns through GST Advisory Panel (Karen Radford appointed).  
Member communication on GST related issues prepared. Seminars held in Auckland, Wellington, Blenheim and Nelson, and will also be held in Christchurch.
	JA/LE

	Traveller Tax Refund Scheme
	NZRA survey completed.  Continuing with liaison through IRD, and the GST Advisory Panel on the issue.  Letter for Assoc Minister (Coleman) prepared outlining some key concerns on departmental advice.
	JA/LE

	Meetings with MPs
	Propose to meet new Minister of Consumer Affairs
	BH/JA/LE

	Credit Card Rates
	Communications to members about the benefits of the credit card settlements, along with a cautionary note regarding contracts with banks has been prepared.  NZRA undertaking further action on negotiating rates for members, as well as monitoring activity by banks/credit card companies since settlements reached.
	JA

	Banking Fraud/Skimming
	Consider opportunities for an awareness campaign to consumers (primary audience) and retailers – particularly with launch of BNZ software.
	JA/LE/BH

	Liquor Reform
	Sale & Supply of Liquor and Liquor Enforcement Bill

· NZRA been heard by select committee.  

· Bill to be reported back by Select Committee on 1 November 2009

Law Commission Review

· Tabled and awaiting Government response

· Held discussions with Ministry of Justice Officials
Alcohol Law Reforms (Government response to Law Commission Review)

· NZRA Invited to announcement of Government response Monday 23 August

· Media key points summary prepared

· Bill to be introduced in October, and will see the SSL&LE Bill (above) withdrawn.
	JA/LE/BH

	Shop theft
	Crime Prevention Partnership Forum has met and signed an MOU with Police. 
	BH

	Retail Intelligence
	Submissions to Statistics NZ on ANZSIC Codes and Benchmarking data
Request from member to see stats updated monthly, or quarterly and available on our website.  To be pursued.

Meeting held with Chief Statistician – Monday 23 August.
	LE/JA

	Other recent submissions required or filed and reports awaited

	Copyright Amendment Bill
	Submission filed
	

	Tobacco Retail Displays (MOH)
	Submission Filed – October time frame likely.
	

	Cartel Criminalisation Discussion Document
	Submission Filed
	

	ERA 2000 Review of Part 9 Personal Grievances
	Submission Filed
	

	Financial Service Providers Pre-Implementation Amendment Bill
	Submission Filed and heard. Further follow up on exemption for retail in FSPA being taken.
	LE

	Holidays Act Review
	Submission filed
	      LE

	Sale and Supply of Liquor and Liquor Amendment Bill
	Submission filed – on hold while full liquor review was underway.  Will be withdrawn when new draft legislation introduced in October.
	LE

	Consumer Law Review
	Submission filed and heard.  
	LE

	Food Bill
	Submissions due 2 September
	BH

	Anti Money Laundering (MoJ) Paper
	Submissions due 5 September
	BH

	Consumer Guarantees Amendment Bill
	Submissions due 9 September
	LE

	Employment Relations Amendment Bill (No. 2)2010
	Submissions close on 13 September
	LE/KO/RH

	Holidays Amendment Bill 2010
	Submissions close on 17 September
	LE/KO/RH

	Alcohol Law Reforms 
	Bill being drafted.  Expected to be introduced in October 2010
	LE/JA/BH
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