NZRA POLITICAL ISSUES – Summary as at 25 July 2011
	Trade Issues

	Temporary Safeguards Authority
	Select Committee Report tabled in Parliament but further debate on Trade
(Safeguards Measures) Bill unlikely in 2011 given pressure on the Parliamentary Order Paper
	BH

	Counterfeit Goods
	Select Committee Report on Customs (Copyright and Trademarks) Bill tabled in Parliament. Ministerial advice has been obtained that Bill likely to be progressed before World Cup later in 2011.

International Negotiations on Anti-Counterfeit Code completed but NZ Government still has to decide on future action to implement the Code 
	BH

	De Minimis Value
	NZ Government declined to take any specific action on de minimis levels in early 2011. Ministerial report received and further NZRA action currently under consideration both within NZ and as part of NZRA submission to the Australian Productivity Commission review of the Australian retail industry.
JA following up on access to data to model values of NZs lost revenue.
	JA/LE/BH

	Parallel Importing/TPP Negotiations
	NZRA interest registered with MFAT on this issue should it emerge as a matter under the NZ/TPP negotiations
	BH

	

	Food Issues

	Food Safety
	Select Committee Report on Food Safety Bill tabled in Parliament. Ministerial advice received that Bill likely to be passed in 2011 if possible
	BH

	Country of Origin
	A retailers code for COOL for Whole/Fresh Foods is still under consideration by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs but limited progress to date due Ministry’s work on consumer legislation 
	BH/LE

	Front of Pack Labelling
	Trans-Tasman Ministerial decisions expected late 2011 on recent Australian review. 
	BH

	Tobacco
	Tobacco Retail Display bans legislation has been passed, and NZRA is now working with MoH officials in development of regulations around displays.
	LE/BH

	Liquor
	Justice and law Reform Committee report on new liquor legislation now deferred to end August (was 23 June 2011 and prior to that was due May). Work on minimum pricing is ongoing and industry has cooperated with MOJ re development of guidelines. 
	LE/JA/BH

	Industrial Issues

	Shop Trading Hours
	NZRA has received a response from the Prime Minister to our request seeking a further Government review of this issue. The response indicates that while it was not on the Government agenda, it was not off it either. We will continue to work on this issue during and post election.
	LE

	ACC
	We have submitted on the Ministry of Labour’s discussion document: Increasing Choice in Workplace Accident Compensation which looks at the issues surrounding opening up the market to workplace accident cover providers.  
The ACC 2012/13 Levies Consultation paper is open for submissions, and the NZRA are supportive of the lowering in levies proposed.  Submissions close 15 August 2011 .
	LE

	

	Consumer Issues

	Consumer Bill
	New Bill has yet to be read – given the current government workload.  The bill erges minor acts into Fair Trading Act and Consumer Guarantees Act. NZRA will be presenting submissions on the Bill when it goes to select committee.
	LE

	Anti-money Laundering Bill
	Ongoing discussion with MOJ re retailers exemption from this legislation. Position of jewellers still to be determined as part 2 of the legislative review
	LE/BH

	Knife Crime
	NZRA has coordinated a series of industry meetings between MOJ and NZSIA/NZRA members re the development of voluntary industry guidelines for sale of knives to address knife crime. Ministerial launch likely around July/August 2011 
	BH

	Standards & Product Safety
	NZRA involved in two current reviews of gas appliance and children’s nightclothes standards. Two gas standards released for public comment. trans-Tasman research being commissioned re children’s nightclothes
	BH

	Glass
	NZRA supportive of the development of a Retailer Code of Practice re glass top tables.  Stakeholder meeting was held with Ministry of Consumer Affairs in May, and a further Product Safety meeting held in July.  Draft guidelines  are being developed and we will consult with members on these.
	LE

	Other Issues

	Traveller Tax Refund Scheme
	No progress likely from Government with this issue prior to the World Cup.
	JA/LE

	Australian Productivity Commission
	NZRA submission filed on the review into the Australian retail industry. Outcomes to be followed up.
	JA/LE/BH

	Electronic Transactions 
	Developments in the electronic payments space (including debit and credit processing) are continuing to be monitored.
	JA

	Shop theft

	NZRA involved in regular meetings of Retail Crime Prevention Group and the Police Crime Prevention Partnership Forum. Current issues includes the use of CCTV cameras for the World Cup and fraud related issues.   
Marked increase in retail theft reported by members – survey/action plan to be developed.

Next meeting is scheduled for November 2011
	BH

	Currency Reform
	NZRA to meet the Reserve Bank to discuss banknotes increased security features and design
	JA

	Ministry of Economic Development’s Exposure Draft of the Commerce (Cartels and Other Matters) Amendment Bill
	This bill looks to curtail anti-competitive behaviour such as price fixing, output restrictions, market allocation and bid rigging by cartels. However franchise arrangements are thought to have been exempted from the bill, but as this was not explicit (but inferred by the Ministry) we have argued that this needs to be clearly defined.

	LE
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