
[image: image1.jpg]BRetailer

clation




MEDIA RELEASE




   
         29 April 2010
For immediate release

Comprehensive report whets a wide range of appetites  
“There’s something in it for everyone” is the response from the New Zealand Retailers Association in commenting on the 153 recommendations featured in the Law Commission’s report on the review of sale and supply of liquor.

“The Commission has clearly attempted to provide a packaged solution that addresses the core issues raised by the cross section of submitters.  The end result of course is that there’s something in the report for all parties contributing to the debate to either agree with, or similarly for them to disagree with.  We now await with interest the Minister’s response and draft legislation” said John Albertson, CEO.
The Association agrees with the Commission that a new statute is required rather than a patch-up job of current legislation.    
It also strongly endorses recommendations to strengthen the role of the current Liquor Licencing Authority body.  The proposed Alcohol Regulatory Authority would have expanded powers that would include monitoring and reporting to Parliament on annual trends in its case load and on trends in alcohol consumption, marketing and alcohol-related harm in New Zealand.  It would also monitor and audit the performance of the District Licencing Councils and local alcohol policies.  
“It is imperative to have a national regulatory body that is responsible for developing national guidelines to ensure that consistency and clarity of interpretation are achieved”.
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