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A Retail Perspective On Liquor
In presenting its submissions today on the Governments Sale and Supply of Liquor and Liquor Enforcement Bill, the New Zealand Retailers Association argued strongly that the Justice and Law Reform Select Committee should recommend that the Bill not proceed given that the Law Commission is currently undertaking a comprehensive review of all aspects of the liquor laws currently applying in New Zealand.

“We have major concerns that all too often the New Zealand Parliament is asked to act hastily and in so-doing consider piecemeal solutions to issues such as liquor. We are firmly of the view that this should be avoided at this time, particularly given the Law Commission Review”, says John Albertson, Chief Executive of the Association.  

“We support the wider Law Commission review on the basis that:

· it is a first principles and totally embracing review;

· it is the first comprehensive review of our liquor laws for 20 years

· it is a review being undertaken independent of the political process;

· it is a review that is being undertaken in a transparent manner over a reasonable tract of time; and

· it is a review where submissions can be tested amongst various interested parties through ongoing consultation.

“Our recommendation accordingly to the Select Committee is that they recommend to Parliament that the Bill not proceed, in light of the current Law Commission Review”, concluded Mr Albertson.
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